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SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWS IN LEBANON 

1. SUBJECT OF SYRIAN JEWS WHO HAVE ESCAPED TO LEBANON AND 

ARE UNABLE TO ACQUIRE EXIT VISAS IS ATTRACTING INCREASING 
ATTENTION IN US. THERE IS 

CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN THIS QUESTION AND STORIES ABOUT 
SYRIAN JEWS TRAPPED IN LEBANON HAVE BEGUN TO APPEAR IN 
PRESS. 

2. DEPARTMENT'S UNDERSTANDING, BASED ON CONTACTS WITH 
JEWISH COMMUNITY LEADERS AND CONCERNED AGENCIES, IS THAT 
THERE ARE PRESENTLY SOME 75-80 SYRIAN JEWS IN BEIRUT WHO 
ARE UNABLE TO DEPART LEBANON BECAUSE THEY CANNOT OBTAIN 
EXIT VISAS. SOME HAVE BEEN IN LEBANON SINCE APRIL; MANY 
ARE LIVING IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES AND FEAR CAPTURE BY 
SYRIANS OR FEDAYEEN. 

3. IT OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT PRIOR TO APRIL OF THIS YEAR 
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LEGALLY) COULD GENERALLY OBTAIN AN EXIT VISA BY SPENDING A 
MONTH IN PRISON. 

LEBANESE APPLIED THIS REGULATION IN NON-DISCRIMINATOR Y MAN- 
NER TO ALL PERSONS ENTERING COUNTRY ILLEGALLY. SINCE THE 
SPRING, HOWEVER, IT APPARENTLY HAS BEEN IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
SYRIAN JEWS TO OBTAIN EXIT PERMIT FROM LEBANON, EVEN IF 
WILLING TO GO TO JAIL. THIS SEEMING CHANGE IN POLICY, 

WHICH APPEARS TO COINCIDE WITH ISRAELI RAID INTO BEIRUT, 

HAS CREATED BACKLOG OF SYRIAN JEWS IN LEBANON AND GENERA- 
TED INCREASING PRESSURES TO GET THEM OUT. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY IS REQUESTED CONFIRM WHETHER 
LEBANESE HAVE, IN FACT, CHANGED THEIR POLICY REGARDING 
EXIT VISAS FOR PEOPLE ENTERING COUNTRY ILLEGALLY. IF 
THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE, ON WHAT LEGAL GROUNDS IS IT BASED? 
EMBASSY SHOULD TAKE THIS MATTER UP AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL 
WITH GOL WITH VIEW TO SEEKING GOL AGREEMENT TO ISSUE EXIT 
VISAS TO JEWS CURRENTLY STRANDED IN LEBANON. KISSINGER 
UNQTE KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: JEWS, REFUGEES, EXIT VISAS, VISA LAW 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 OCT 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 95522 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: NEA/IAI:HHSTACKHOUSE 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS ATFIERTON 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9731 056/aaaabowm. tel 

Line Count: 80 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05-Dec-2001 by shawdg>; APPROVED <17-Jan-2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYRIAN JEWS IN LEBANON 
TAGS: SREF, LE, SY 
To: BEIRUT 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



